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References for this editorial can be found at 

TuftScopeJournal.org

EDITORIAL

Are Radiation Levels in TSA Body Scanners Too High?
Lori Fingerhut

Lori Fingerhut is a staff writer for TuftScope
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Ariel Lefland is a staff writer for TuftScope

EDITORIAL

Cannabis and Psychosis
Ariel Lefland
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The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
Fourth Edition -
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-

“...suggested using can-
nabis as a teenager or 

young adult inreases the 
risk of psychosis.”
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 Parents Prefer Genetic Testing
 By Mark Leiserson
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EXISTING SODA TAXES AND THEIR INHERENT FLAWS 
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New England Journal of Medicine
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PIGOU’S ECONOMIC THEORY
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Elena Pellicer is a Senior at the University of Colorado and can be con-
tacted at Elena.Pellicer@colorado.edu

“...unlike many fatten-
ing foods, soda has little 
to no nutritional value 

to justify consumption.”

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Rethinking Soda Taxes
Elena Pellicer
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CONSIDERING THE STAKEHOLDERS 
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“ The obese and overweight 
population in America cost 

us over $200 billion in anual 
healthcare spending.”

Soda Taxes: A Recurring Theme

TuftScope has explored the issues concerning a 
proposed soda tax in the past. For more informa-
tion check out the Oppossing Viewpoints article 
from the Fall 2009 edition of TuftScope. In this 

article, Lauren-Elizabeth Palmer and Jeremy 
Nowak debate the question, “Should sugar in bev-

erages be taxed to improve public health?”
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Virginia is a staff writer for TuftScope.

Eriene-Heidi Sidhom is the Treasurer and News Briefs Editor for TuftScope.
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YES

NO

OPPOSING           
VIEWPOINTS

Should doc-
tors refuse 
treatment to 
unvaccinated 
children?
Virginia Saurman argues that 
doctors should have the right 
to refuse treatment to unvac-
cinated children, as they put 
vaccinated children at risk. 
Eriene-Heidi Sidhom counters 
that ultimately parents have 
the right to care for their child’s 
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OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS
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OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS

 

  NO

Continue the 
debate at 

TuftScopeJournal.org

-

-

REFERENCES
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-

REFERENCES

  YES

A full list of references is available at http://TuftScopeJournal.org



Laura Corlin is a staff writer for TuftSope

INSIGHTS

Same Drug, Different Price
Laura Corlin
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APPROVAL AND PATENT PROCESSES

-
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UNFAIR BURDEN ON THE PATIENT
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References for this article may be found online at 

TuftScopeJournal.org
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FEATURE INTERVIEW

A Discussion with Keith Flaherty, M.D., Practicing 
Oncologist and Director of Clinical Research 
Trials
David Gennert

Dr. Keith Flaherty, M.D. is an oncologist at Massachusetts General in Boston, 
MA, and is a leader in the development of a new wave of cancer treatment 
drugs known as targeted therapy.  He has been involved in clinical trials for 
breakthrough cancer treatment drugs for nearly ten years and has published 
over 15 papers that investigate the molecular mechanics of cancer develop-
ment and proliferation.  The New York Times ran a six-part series from Feb-
ruary 2010-January 2011 highlighting targeted therapies and Dr. Flaherty’s 
involvement in their clinical trials and the treatment of patients.

As a brief background, can you give an overview of the his-
tory of clinical research trials during the past 50 years?

-

-

-

-

-

-

Your area of focus when it comes to drug development is 
the new system of “targeted therapy.”  Can you describe 
what that is?

-
-

-

-
-

David Gennert is Managing Editor of TuftScope.
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Photo of Keith Flaherty, M.D.



-

To give readers an idea of the process of drug discovery, 
could you describe from your end, as director of clinical 
research trials, the process of working with a pharmaceuti-
cal company?

-

-

-

Has a pharmaceutical company ever approached you with a 
project to research or a clinical trial and you have just said 
“No,” that you don’t want any part of it?

-

-

You had mentioned earlier how there are some treatments 
that just extend a person’s life maybe six months, a year, or 
so.

   TuftScope 19
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People hear all the time about the “cure for cancer” being 
developed.  But if these drugs, for example, extend a per-
son’s life one year on average, do you think the public needs 
to reevaluate what they’re expecting from cancer research?

-

-
-
-

-

If you’re focusing a trial on a drug that has been projected 
to extend life six months or a year, or that’s what the esti-
mate was, is your approach in the trial different than if it 
were a drug that was projected to be more efficient?

-

-

-

-

20 TuftScope  



-

We’ve been hearing a lot about end-of-life care and options 
lately.  As an oncologist, I’m sure these scenarios arise all 
the time.  What are your thoughts on what should be legal, 
encouraged, or even prohibited, as it relates to end-of-life 
care?  How far do you feel ethically comfortable to go, in 
terms of leaving a morphine drip on or some other measure 
to all but kill a patient?

-

-

-

-
-

-

Do you and you colleagues tend to engage in social media or 
other internet-based communication or collaboration?

-

-

-
-

-

-
-
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EDITORIAL

Childhood Obesity and the Built Environment
Brian Wolf
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Childhood Obesity: A Recurring Theme

For more information about childhood obesity 
check out the Fall 2010 edition of TuftScope. 
Read Mark Leiserson’s interview with Mayor 
Curtatone of Somerville and Eriene-Heidi Sid-
hom’s evaluation of Michelle Obama’s “Let’s 

Move” campaign.  Or check out the Winter 2011 
edition and see Awesta Yaqubi’s original article, 

“Childhood Obesity in the U.S.”

FDA Approves Non-Surgical Aneurism Treat-
ment

 By David Gennert

-

-

-

-

 REFERENCES

-

-
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Mark Leiserson is an Editor-in-Chief for TuftSope

EDITORIAL

Understanding the Potential Health Hazards from 
the Nuclear Disaster at Fukushima
Mark Leiserson

1 -

2

-

-

-
-

2 -

-

“...it is unclear if there 
are more areas of high-
concentration that have 
not yet been detected.”

24 TuftScope  
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References for this editorial can be found at 

TuftScopeJournal.org

Americans under Medicaid Unable to Access 
Adequate Healthcare

 By Alex Sakers

U -
-

-

-

-

-

 REFERENCECardiovascular Damage in Children
 By Eriene-Heidi Sidhom

n a study conducted as part of the Project Health 
Schools in Michigan, children as young as 10 years of 
age were exhibiting symptoms of cardiovascular dam-

had low HDL cholesterol levels and a second study with 

risk factors: a low HDL cholesterol level correlated with 
higher BMI and at least two additional symptoms of meta-
bolic 

REFERENCE:  
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP): Current 
Concerns and Future Considerations 
Nicole Stenquist

INTRODUCTION

-

12 -
-
-

-

-

1 

10

The iPrEx Study

-

-

11

-

CAPRISA 004
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

RESULTS

Preparatory Behavioral & Safety Studies: Feasibility, 
Acceptability and Adherence

-

Author Contact:

The release of the first anti-retroviral (ARV) drugs in 1986 for the treatment of HIV-1 infection signaled an impor-
tant point in the fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic. More recently, mounting evidence has suggested that the use of 
ARV drugs as prophylactics could prove effective in preventing HIV infection in high-risk populations. Results from two 
recent studies, the iPrEx and CAPRISA trials, provided evidence for the effectiveness of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), 
although a number of questions and concerns remain that must be addressed before the scientific community considers 
PrEP as a preventative strategy at the population level.

26 TuftScope  



Table 1. Summary of Prophylaxis Studies

Saftey and Side Effects

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

MSM

-

-

Preparatory and Behavioral Studies: Feasibility, Acceptability and Adherence

- -

-
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-
10

10 10

-
10

-
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Treatment vs. Prevention
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REFERENCES

-

Lancet

The Lance

-

JAIDS: Journal of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndromes

-

-

A full version of this article and a complete list of references for this 
article can be found online at http://tuftscopejournal.org.
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-
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-
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-

CONCLUSIONS
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Wombs for Rent: A Bioethical Analysis of Commercial
Surrogacy in India
Neha D. Wadekar

The practice of commercial surrogacy in India has developed into a profitable industry that operates within the free market. The sur-
rogate mothers are generally impoverished, uneducated women from Indian villages, who engage in surrogacy for a variety of reasons. 
Because of the few government regulations on the surrogacy industry, the interests of the intended parents, the surrogacy clinics, and 
the brokers and agencies tend to be served before the interests of the surrogates themselves. An analysis of the practice through the lens 
of medical ethics examines if commercial surrogacy in India violates the four prima facie principles of non-malfeasance, beneficence, 
autonomy, and justice. Upon this analysis, recommendations can be made as to how and if the commercial surrogacy in India should 
be changed or regulated in the future. 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

-
1

2

-

-

-
6

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

10

11   

Neha Wadekar is a senior at Tufts University and can be reached at 
neha.wadekar@tufts.edu
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THE REALITY OF COMMERCIAL SURROGACY IN INDIA

-

12

-
 

-

-

-

-

-
16

-

-

-
 

-

20

-
21

22  

A PRINCIPLED BIOETHICAL FRAMEWORK
-

-
-
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26

APPLYING THE BIOETHICAL PRINCIPLES TO COMMERCIAL 
SURROGACY IN INDIA

Non-malfeasance

-

-

-

-

-

-

“Despite the risks in-
volved, surrogates have 
no one to hold account-
able should something 

go wrong.”

32 TuftScope  
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Beneficence
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-

Autonomy 
-

-
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-

Before pregnancy
-
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-

-

-

-

-

from both control-
ling interferences by others and personal limitations preventing 
meaningful choice

-

-

-

-

-

-

During and after pregnancy

-

-

 Justice

-

-

-

“The contract allows 
the surrogate no time to 
change her mind or ob-
ject to handing over the 

infant.”

34 TuftScope  
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CONCLUSION
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REFERENCES
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The Drug-Resistant Bacteria in Supermarkets

By Emily Clark

-

-

-

-

-

Reference
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SCIENCE REPORT

Pesticides, Parkinson’s and Power
Jessica Seaver

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

  
-

-
2

-

1

“A reliable rule of thumb is that chemicals that kill wildlife, especially birds and mammals, will also harm humans.”9

Jess Seaver is a staff member of TuftScope and a senior at Tufts.
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REFERENCES

-

-

-

“...it would seem that 
the Dept. of Agriculture 

would have no choice 
but to take pesticides 

with paraquat...off the 
market.”
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Suggested Reading List
1 Polio: An American Story,

2 The Ghost Map: The Story of Lon-
don’s Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How 
It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern 
World ,

 Partner to the Poor: A Paul Farmer 
Reader 

Strength in What Remains

 The Impact of Inequality: How to 
Make Sick Societies Healthier

6  Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers, 

 A Primate’s Memoir: A Neuroscientist’s 
Unconventional Life Among the Baboons 

The First Human: The Race to Discover 
Our Earliest Ancestors 

Smallpox-the Death of a 
Disease: The Inside Story 
of Eradicating a World-

wide Killer
Book by D.A. Henderson; Reviewed by Lauren-

Elizabeth Palmer

BOOK REVIEWS

Lauren-Elizabeth Palmer is an Editor-in-Chief for TuftScope

-

-

-
Smallpox- the Death 

of a Disease: The Inside Story of 
Eradicating a Worldwide Killer, 

-

-

-

-

-
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Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution 
and Profit

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

Reviewed Book Information

Smallpox- the Death of a Disease

Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution, and Profit, 

Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution, and Profit
                          Book by Vandana Shiva ; Reviewed by Lauren-Elizabeth Palmer
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

The Efficacy of Retail Genomic Testing: A Case Study 
of 23andMe
Eric Lee

P
-
-

-
-
-

Time Magazine’s

1

New York Times

-

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Author Contact:
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“the [study of the] human 
genome has spurred the 
commercialization... of 

genetic testing for disease 
risk predictions”
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REFERENCES

-

who donated their bodies and ensure that they were given 
voluntarily. The exhibit was clearly composed in a way that 
would minimize visitors’ unease, and it has apparently been 
a truly effective method. 

Reference
 “Anthropologist: ‘Body Worlds’ visitors confront bodies but not 

death.” Science Daily. Web. http://www.sciencedaily.com/

Portrait of an Ostracized Autism Theorist
By Emily Clark

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Reference:

-

On Popularity of ‘Body Worlds’
 By Emily Clark

The ‘Body Worlds’ exhibits, which have been on dis-
play since 1995, are now the most widely viewed 
exhibition in the world. Anthropologist Jane Desmond 

has recently been tackling the question of why. Beyond mere 
toleration, the exhibit has accrued extraordinary amounts of 
enthusiasm alongside some controversies. How has this been 
accomplished? Why do people enjoy it so much? Desmond 
explains that the way the display is put together grounds the 
bodies in a context of legitimacy and science - in an effort 
to inspire wonder rather than discomfort in the visitor. They 
aren’t seen to be people at all. Because the process of ‘plas-
tination’ removes all identifying features from the person 
(hair, skin, body fat), they are seen as specimens rather than 
individuals. No cause of death is ever discernible either. The 
background, walls covered in images of historical anatomy 
labs, quotes from philosophers and Renaissance prints, 
soothes the viewer by saying that to learn from the dead is an 
honorable and acceptable practice. Plaques thank the people 
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REFERENCES
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Science

British Medical Journal.

Southern Medical Journal

-

Science

British Medical Journal

“the pros and cons of the 
technology need to be 

carefully weighed before 
genetically engineering 

human children becomes 
widespread”
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POLICY REPORT

Drug Dumping: The Hidden Costs of Corporate
Pharmaceutical Donations
Emily Clark
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References for this editorial can be found at 

TuftScopeJournal.org
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